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“The Surpassing Value of Knowing Christ” 
Philippians 3:4-14 

 

The Book of Philippians 
 
Only Jesus Christ answers the call for personal righteousness.  The shadow exists only to point 
us to Him. 
 
I. Biblical Christianity defined (vv. 1-3)  

 
A. Beware of the dogs (v. 2) 
B. The true circumcision (v. 3) 

 
II. Biblical Christianity described (vv. 4-14) 

 
A. The Ledger - Paul’s past works of the flesh (vv. 4-11) 

 
1. His self-righteousness (vv. 4-6) 
2. His point in time conversion (vv. 7, 8) 

 
B. The Race - Paul’s present fruit of the Spirit (vv. 12-14) 

 
1. I press on (v. 12) 
2. forgetting (present participle) what lies behind and (v. 13a) 
3. reaching forward (present participle) to what lies ahead (v. 13b) 
4. I press on (v. 14)  

 
C. The Invitation – Let us therefore (vv. 15, 16) 

 
III. Biblical Christianity defended (vv. 17-21) 

 
A. They are enemies of the cross 
B. Our citizenship is in heaven 

  
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Do you know of your own rebellion against God?  Have you seen how your own self 
effort is an affront to God? 

2. Have you seen how Jesus Christ is gain and in comparison to Him all else is dung? 
3. Do you rest in Him knowing the debt has been paid in full? 
4. In your Christian life are you living from the fullness of His good pleasure rather than 
seeking to gain His good pleasure? 

 


